Palliative care and melanoma: the care of the patient with progressive disease.
The World Health Organization has taken the lead in recent years in encouraging an appropriate focus on palliative care which includes but goes beyond terminal care. Comprehensive care of patients with advanced progressive disease requires increased emphasis, with adequate resources. Management of major symptoms is a crucial component of such a care program and requires the application of recent advances in palliative therapeutics (notably but not only good quality pain management), whether or not direct antitumor strategies are being continued. The choice of treatment approaches must be related to the patient's personal priorities.